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DECLARING OUR POWER, DEFINING OUR FUTURE

Native Action Network is proud to announce our third annual 2013 Young Native Women’s Leadership Academy,

“Declaring our Power, Defining our Future.” This Leadership Conference is designed to empower young women as they
continue their journey to become leaders of their community. Through hands-on training, participants will learn how to

advocate for an issue and inspire positive change.

IN 2010, THE INAUGURAL CLASS WAS REPRESENTED BY 26 YOUNG
NATIVE WOMEN FROM 19 DIFFERENT TRIBAL COMMUNITIES.

Through three days of training, they actively participated in eleven workshops that were designed to strengthen their
understanding of money, popular media, personal development, goal setting, leadership, tribal sovereignty, Indian
law, networking, and self-expression. At the end of the Academy the women left empowered, engaged, and prepared to
reach their goals for Indian Country. To date, 46 young women have graduated from our Academy and are completing
their education and taking their leadership skills with them through their life’s journey. Most importantly, they take
with them a newfound sisterhood of women empowered and excited to provide leadership and a voice for Native people

wherever their paths may take them.

PURPOSE

Native women have, and always will hold a strong, proud, and respected role in traditional Native communities.

Native women are bearers of a sacred spirit and hold responsibility as nurturers, teachers, leaders, and warriors to
their people and community. As modern society and culture provide distraction and disconnect from traditional values
for many young Native women, it becomes imperative to declare and celebrate their true power. In doing so, these
young women must also be prepared with the tools they need to claim their sacred and inherent role as leaders in our

communities as they define their future.

Today, over 65% of the Native population is under 25 years old. In this rising generation, Native women are preparing
to take lead of Native communities, cultures, and current issues. As a community, we must unite together behind our
youth as they prepare to lead Native people to new heights and accomplishments. Every day, important decisions are
being made by our tribal council, local business leaders, or community elders. These decisions affect us all, and young
Native women have the power to be a part of the decision making process and have their voice heard. Today, we declare

their power.

By joining forces with respected community and national experts, the Native Action Network’s Young Native Women’s
Leadership Academy prepares the next generation of women Native leaders by combining cultural values with modern
tools and services. The Youth Academy includes a full day of challenging and invigorating leadership training. Academy
participants are encouraged to push their minds and spirits to new limits through debate and discussion with their peers
under the guidance and instruction of honored elders and guests specialized in their fields. Through key presentations
combined with hands on team activities, young women will leave transformed, empowered, and prepared to make a

positive difference in their communities. Today, we define their futures.

The journey continues long after the gathering, as graduates of the Native Action Network Leadership Academy will be
welcomed into an elite and connected alumni network with the tools to propel graduates to reach their newly defined
goals. With each conference our network will expand, providing endless opportunities to network, explore career and

educational interests, and share goals with a community of powerful and amazing Native women leaders.
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GOALS

- Define participant’s goals for the Native community

» Address and uncover issues affecting our Native community and discuss ways to address them
- Further participant’s professional development
- Enhance participant’s skills while developing new ones

= Continue to expand an established network of Native women leaders

WHEN

The 2013 Leadership Academy will take place April 4-6, 2013 at the Swinomish Lodge in Anacortes, WA. There will be
no cost to students for all lodging, meals, and needed materials during the Leadership Academy. Students are
responsible for their own transportation to and from the Swinomish Lodge. All women will be assisted by chaperones
throughout their stay.

WHO

We encourage young Native women who are seniors in high school through their 4th year in college/university
during the 2013-14 school year to apply. Applications will be judged on the applicant’s potential for leadership and
commitment to Native service, as reflected in her application.

HOW
Applications are available now at www.enduringspirit.org. Applications are due March 11, 2013.

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Preference will be given to those that apply early.
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Native Action Network 2013 Young Native Women’s
Leadership Academy Schedule

THURSDAY, APRIL 4TH, 2013

3:00 p.m. Check into Hotel

5:00 p.m. Overview and Introductions

6:30 p.m. Opening Reception

7:30 p.m. Introduction of 2013 Youth Academy Participants

FRIDAY, APRIL 5TH, 2013

7:30 a.m. Youth Breakfast

8:45a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Indigenous Women Voices

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Breakouts

Advocate your Issue | Run for Office | Know Your Rights

12:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Enduring Spirit Honoring Luncheon with Keynote Speaker
Recognition of 2013 Enduring Spirit Honorees

2:15p.m. -4:00 p.m. Final Panel

Keeping the movement going; Connecting at the national and international level

SATURDAY, APRIL 6TH, 2013

8:30 a.m. GROUP ACTIVITY - Assessing the 9th Annual Native Women’s Leadership Forum:

What is leadership in Native communities? How can women take on leadership roles in school

and in their communities?

9:45 a.m. An Overview of Tribal Sovereignty

11:00 a.m. The State of Indian Nations: Current Legal Issues Facing Tribal Nations and the Impact on
Tribal Sovereignty

12:00 p.m. Lunch

1:15 p.m. Legislating at the Tribal, State, & Federal Level: This session addresses how laws are created
2:00 p.m. Public Speaking — Getting Your Message Out

5:30 p.m. Graduation Ceremony
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NATIVE ACTION NETWORK

2013 Young Native Women’s Leadership Academy
“Declaring our Power, Defining Our Future”
April 4th - 6th
Swinomish Lodge — Anacotes, Washington

Native Action Network 2013 Young Native Women’s Leadership Academy Application
Please type or print legibly in black or blue ink Application Directions: All materials must be mailed in one envelope or
e-mail. Applications must be received by March 11, 2013. Applications received after March 12th, 2013 will be accepted
on a space available basis. Application cannot be reviewed unless all sections are complete.

Student Information

First Middle

EESIREIING Name Initial

Cell
Phone

Home Phone

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

Email Address

Grade in High Year in College Age at time of

Birth Date School (if Applicable) (if Applicable) EERISEEES

Demographics

What Tribal Nation are you

an enrolled member in? e

School Information

Name of Current School Current GPA

School Address

City State Zip Code

Type of school Public  Private  BIA/BIE  Tribal  Charter  Religious Home School

For College Students:
Intended/Declared
Major(s)
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Student Involvement

In this section you are encouraged to document any work, service, community, internship, or school involvement that

you have been a part of. Please attach an additional sheet of paper if needed.

Name of Organization

Description of Role/Leadership Position

Dates Involved

Parent Information

Please complete if participant will be less than 18 years of age at time of the conference.

Mother/Guardian Information:

First Middle
EEENENIC Name Initial
Home Phone Cell Phone
Mailing
Address
City State Zip Code
Email
Address

Father/Guardian Information:

First Middle
Last Name Name Initial
Home Phone Cell Phone
Mailing
Address
City State Zip Code
Email
Address
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Application Consent and Authorization

I verify that the information submitted through this application is true. I understand that this application is for the
2013 Native Action Network 2013 Young Women’s Leadership Academy. The information gathered will be kept confi-
dential and will not be released to others or used for other purposes.

I understand that this application is for a leadership academy and that the applicant is expected to be in attendance
for the entire program. I understand that the applicant will be subject to the rules of the program. In the event of an

emergency, I authorize medical treatment as deemed necessary by competent health personnel.

Applicant Signature Date

Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18) Date

Emergency Contact

First Middle

28 R Name Initial

Home Phone Cell Phone

Mailing
Address

City State Zip Code

Email
Address

Relationship
to Applicant

Reference

Please provide the contact of one person that can serve as a reference to your scholarship, leadership, and/or
character. A qualifying reference may include: teacher, school counselor, tribal leader, other community leader, etc.
Reference contact can not be a relative. While a letter o f recommendation is not required as a part of the application,

the reference listed may be contacted by the Selection Committee for additional information as needed.

Recommender’s Name: Title:

Contact Address:

Phone 1: Phone 2: Email:
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Photography/Media Release

I grant the Native Action Network permission to use my picture or image in pictures and/or video in Native Action

Network promotions, newsletters, and other purposes.

Printed Name of Applicant

Applicant Signature Date

Parent/Guardian Signature (in under 18) Date

Native Action Network Student Personal Essay

Attach a typed essay (no less than 500 words) introducing yourself. In your essay please include:
A narration of your achievements, talents, or experiences that have helped define who you are today.

How you see yourself as a leader. Include at least one strength and one weakness in your abilities.
A description of your local tribal community and how you plan to serve its needs, either locally or abroad.

Your reasons on why being accepted to the 2013 Young Native Women’s Leadership Academy would help
you reach your goals and become a powerful Native women leader.

Thank you for applying to the 2013 Youth Native Women’s Leadership Academy
We look forward to reviewing your application!

Applications must be received by March 11th, 2013
Mailing Address:
Native Action Network
Attn: Leadership Academy Selection Committee
815 1st AVE #113
Seattle, Washington 98104

E-mail Address: info@enduringspirit.org

Application cannot be reviewed unless all sections are complete.
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