January 27, 2003

The Honorable Robert Drewel

Snohomish County Executive

3000 Rockefeller Avenue

Everett, WA 98201

Dear Mr. Drewel:

Thank you for meeting with us to discuss the proposed Stillaguamish casino.  I thought the meeting was helpful and informative.  It was an excellent start in establishing open communications between the Gambling Commission and Snohomish County.  The following is my response to the three questions raised in your letter of January 7, 2003. 

As we discussed at our meeting, the primary role of the Gambling Commission is to monitor and regulate gambling at the casino to ensure that the games are fair and honest and the requirements of the compact are followed. 

The enforcement responsibilities for public health and safety requirements, such as compliance with air, water, and environmental regulations, reside with the agencies assigned those duties under state or federal law.  While violations of environmental statutes may also become a violation of the compact, we would defer to those agencies to make the determination of any violation before we would act under the compact.

Your second inquiry was what information we have begun to collect regarding public health and safety compliance.  For the reasons explained above, we do not collect information on compliance with environmental or land-use laws.  The information we collect deals with the gaming operations itself and licensing of gaming employees, suppliers, and financiers.

As to your third question, please be assured that we will keep the county informed regarding the status of the Stillaguamish casino project and any future compact negotiations within Snohomish County.

Finally, I want to thank you for bringing all the federal agencies together at your office last Wednesday.  The most important thing we can do at this time is to be sure that all the potentially affected agencies are communicating with each other.  Wednesday’s meeting was a very positive step in establishing that open communications.

Sincerely,

Rick Day

Director

