
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF SHERIFFS AND POLICE CHIEFS 
 
SUMMARY 
The Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) was founded in 1963 and is 
composed of executive and top management personnel from law enforcement agencies from across 
the state. Our membership includes sheriffs, police chiefs, tribal police chiefs, the Washington State 
Patrol, the Washington Department of Corrections and representatives of a number of federal 
agencies. WASPC is the only association of its kind in the nation, combining representatives from 
local, state, tribal and federal law enforcement into a single body, working toward a common goal. 
Although WASPC is not a Centennial Accord agency, we feel our work with tribes on their behalf is 
notable. 
 
SORNA (Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act), also called the Adam Walsh Act, sets a 
general time frame for states, territories and tribes to become compliant with the law. Tribal 
jurisdictions needed to develop or enhance their sex offender registration and notification functions 
to include meeting their required information-sharing requirements with state and local 
governments. Since November 2012, WASPC has directly supported and assisted Washington tribes 
as they work toward their mandated federal SORNA compliance requirements that intersect with 
local jurisdictions and state law. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

♦ Assisted the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, Quinault Nation and Skokomish Tribe in obtaining 
SORNA substantial implementation recognition from the Sex Offender Sentencing, 
Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking office, referred to as SMART. 

♦ Attended a policy discussion among the Lower Elwha Klallam, Makah and Quileute tribes with 
the Clallam County Sheriff’s Office. 

♦ Assisted the Shoalwater Bay Tribe and Pacific County in establishing a memorandum of 
understanding for entering tribal data into the National Criminal Information Center/National 
Sex Offender Registry and collecting finger- and palm prints of sex offenders required to 
register on the reservation. 

♦ Consulted with nearly every tribe statewide on concerns and issues relating to SORNA 
compliance. 

♦ Working closely with the Nisqually and Sauk-Suiattle tribes to develop sex offender monitoring 
memorandums of understanding with their respective counties. 

♦ Coordinating a statewide training conference with tribal-specific blocks of instruction related to 
sex offender registration. 

♦ Worked closely with the Department of Corrections to draft a memorandum of understanding 
that provides tribes with access to the services of the End of Sentence Review Committee at no 
cost. 
 

STAFF CONTACT 
Scott Freeman, Project Manager, 360-486-2386, sfreeman@waspc.org  
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